Combined Surgical and Transhepatic Rendezvous Procedure for Relieving Anastomotic Biliary Obstruction in Children with Liver Transplants.
Four children (3 boys and 1 girl, age 1.4-9.4 y) presented 2-70 months after liver transplantation (mean 26 months) with high-grade narrowing at the surgical anastomosis that could not be crossed at percutaneous transhepatic cholangiography. Each patient was treated with a combined surgical and interventional radiology "rendezvous" procedure. Biliary drainage catheters were left in place for an average of 6 months after the procedure. At a mean 7.5 months after biliary drainage catheter removal, all children were catheter-free without clinical or biochemical evidence of biliary stricture recurrence.